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Thousands of years ago there were 5 important empires of Mesopotamia.  The area between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in the Middle East was the cradle of civilization. The inventions and ideas of the people that lived there have continued to be a model for modern day civilizations. The Babylonian Empire was the most accomplished empire of Mesopotamia because of its contributions to law and the organization of its people.  My name is Dr. Gustafson.  I am a professor of history at Dallastown University.  I have studied the Mesopotamian empires extensively for many years.  The Babylonian Empire was a great empire whose ideas have had an impact on all civilizations.


One of the reasons the Babylonian Empire was the most important empire was because of its leader, Hammurabi.  Hammurabi ruled between 1792-1750 B.C.E.  During his reign he established a written code of laws that we refer to today as Hammurabi’s Codes.  While his codes are much harsher then the laws we use today in the United States, they paved the way for our system of laws and consequences.  The Babylonians modeled a system of crime and punishment that would be used in all future civilizations.  Another reason why the Babylonian Empire was the greatest of its time was because during their existence they created the first postal system.  It is important to all civilizations, past and present, to have a more advanced way of communicating over long distances.  The postal service makes this possible.


Some historians argue that the Babylonian empire was not the most important empire in Mesopotamia.  Other historians believe that an empire like the Akkadian Empire is more important because of their militarism.  The Akkadians were able to conquer many Sumerian city-states because of their fighting formations but they did not prove themselves to be effective at leadership.  Conquering is only one aspect of building a great empire.  The Babylonians were able to conquer and lead their people because they were organized and inventive.  There are many people who believe that the Phoenician Empire was the most important of its time because of their ability to trade.  They were inventive like the Babylonians but their empire was not as large or as strong.  The Babylonians were so influential they led the way for the Neo Babylonians and Chaldeans in the 600’s B.C.E.


There were many great accomplishments during the time of the Mesopotamian Empires.  Each empire has an important contribution to history, however, the Babylonian empire made the most lasting contribution.   The Babylonian written system of laws organized their civilization and inspired all future generations to set-up a similar system.  The Babylonian empire used mathematics to build palaces, they had a capital and were able to conquer like the other empires but they also proved they could do more.  They were the greatest civilization because of the laws and postal service that were introduced during the rule of their great leader Hammurabi.

